
 

No second chances  
Culling wet -dry ewes will improve flock performance  

E 
wes which have lost entire 

litters,  termed ñwet-dry 

ewesò, have substantially 

poorer performance in subsequent 

seasons than ewes which have 

successfully reared their lambs. ñThis 

is very important for both breeders 

and commercial farmers in making 

their culling decisionsò says 

AbacusBioôs Peter Amer.  

Jude Sise and Neville Jopson 

(AbacusBio) and Andy Bray (Meat & 

Wool New Zealand) worked with 

Peter to  analyse results from over 

128,000 lambings from 27 flocks in 

the SIL database,  in a M&WNZ 

funded project.  

The researchers found that wet-dry 

ewes had 0.3 to 0.5 fewer lambs born 

every lambing, had lamb survival 

rates 60 to 70% lower and weaning 

weights up to 0.5kg lighter than other 

ewes.  Over a eweôs lifetime, this 

added up to 30 to 40 kilograms less 

weight of lamb weaned per ewe.  

óThese results have major 

implications for breeders and 

commercial farmers. They should 

seriously review their policies for 

giving wet-dry ewes a second 

chance,ô said lead researcher Peter 

Amer.  
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